Family Research Project with the Imperfect Tense 
Standards – Communication 1.3, Comparisons 4.1

Spanish II 
This project has two parts. First, you will discuss your childhood experience. Second, you will discuss what life used to be like for some of your relatives. Your paper should be at least 25 sentences in the imperfect tense and show some attempted research into what life used to be like for you and various members of your family.
1.) Remember about what life was like when you were in 1st grade.  You can use some of the following questions to help you:

a. To what school were you going?

b. What did your parents do for a living?

c. What did you used to eat?

d. Where did you used to live?

e. What activities did you used to do?

f. What did you look like?

g. What kinds of people were your parents?

h. What kind of person was your sibling(s)?

2.) You may use the questions above to also interview some family members, or you may interview your parents/grandparents/guardians about any ancestors you may have.  Examples of questions might be:

a. What occupation did my great-grandparents have?

b. What nationality were my grandparents/ great-grandparents/etc.?

c. Where did they go to school?

d. Who were you (the interviewee) the closest to growing up?

e. What kind of person was he/she?

f. What did you used to do with him/her?
3.) The following are some examples of descriptive sentences in the imperfect tense:
a. Describe what life used to be like for the person.  

i. Ex: My great-grandfather worked very hard.  Mi bisabuelo trabajaba muy duro.

ii. Ex: Candy used to cost 5 cents for my grandmother.  Dulces costaban 5 centavos por mi abuela.   

b. Describe what the person was like.  

i. Ex: My mother was very smart.  Mi madre era muy inteligente.

ii. Ex: My grandfather had a bad temper.  Mi abuelo estaba de mal humor.

c. Tell what the person used to do or did often.  

i. Ex. My grandfather used to hunt.  Mi abuelo cazaba.
ii. Ex: My great-grandfather was a farmer.  Mi bisabuelo era granjero.

iii. Ex: I used to eat Lucky Charms.  Yo comía Lucky Charms.

iv. Ex: My grandfather walked to school uphill both ways.  Mi abuelo caminaba a la escuela cuesta arriba allí y al revés.

Grading Rubric:
Worth: 50 pts. (under “Test/Project” category in gradebook)
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	Length:

25 Frases
	Contains 25 complete sentences
	Contains 23-24 complete sentences
	Contains 20-22 complete sentences
	Contains 15-19 complete sentences
	Contains 1-15 complete sentences
	Contains no complete sentences

	Grammar:
	All sentences use the imperfect in one or more of the 3 ways listed on the requirements sheet, and all verbs match the subject.  Other grammar mistakes are minimal.
	All sentences use the imperfect in one or more of the 3 ways listed on the requirements sheet, but 1-3 verbs do not match the subject.
	All sentences use the imperfect in one or more of the 3 ways listed on the requirements sheet, and more than 3 verbs do not match the subject.
	Less than 24 sentences use the imperfect in one or more of the 3 ways listed on the requirements sheet.
	Less than 20 sentences use the imperfect in one or more of the 3 ways listed on the requirements sheet and more than 5 verbs do not match the subject.
	Less than 15 sentences use the imperfect in one or more of the 3 ways listed on the requirements sheet, and more than 5 verbs do not match the subject.

	Research:
	Shows good research into what life used to be like for various family members: a wide variety of family members are listed.
	Shows some research into what life used to be like for various family members: a wide variety of family members are listed.
	Shows some research into what life used to be like for various family members: only a few family members are listed.
	Shows little research into what life used to be like for various family members: only a few family members are listed.
	Shows little research into what life used to be like for various family members: only immediate family is listed.
	Shows no research and/o only immediate family is listed.

	Quality and Creativity:
	The sentences and family members are neatly presented in a creative, eye-catching manner.  The project shows evidence of thought and enthusiasm.
	The sentences and family members are neatly and creatively presented.  The project shows evidence of thought and enthusiasm.
	The sentences and family members are presented neatly, but not in a creative manner.  The project shows evidence of thought.
	The sentences and family members are not presented neatly, but there is some creativity involved.  The project shows little evidence of thought.
	The sentences and family members are presented neither neatly nor creatively.  The project shows little evidence of thought.
	The sentences and family members are presented neither neatly nor creatively.  The project shows no evidence of thought.


